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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To allow end point decision 
of high reliability and good reproducibility relating to 
polishing for all kind of flattening. 

SOLUTION: At such depth, and its neighborhood, as the 
end point of polishing of a to-be-polished plate 
(semiconductor wafer) 8, a to-be-polished part 13 and 
an end point detecting layer 14 containing an element 
which does not exist in a polishing agent are formed in 
advance, the polishing is performed while detecting the 
element in the polishing agent used for polishing and 
then discharged, and completion time of polishing is 
judged based on changes in composition ratio of 
elements, decrease in composition ratio of element (for 
example, reaching to almost zero) may be taken as an 
end point, and increase in composition ratio (for example, $8 
increase from almost zero) may be taken as an end 
point 
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